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Kids, Camps & Co-Op Office: 1275 First Street, NE, 8" Floor, Washington, DC 20002
(202) 671-0372 kidscampsandcoop@dc.gov | Hours: Monday - Friday 9:30 am — 5:00 pm

The DC Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) has been providing camps and camp activities for the
District’s youth for many years. On average, over 8,500 camp slots are utilized during the summer. It is most
important that the youth have an enjoyable camp experience, and it is important that policies and procedures
set forth by DPR are clearly understood. It is our top priority to create and maintain a safe environment for
all our camp participants, both youth and staff. Please review DPR’s policies and procedures for important
information regarding the 2026 summer camp season. These policies and procedures apply to all programs
offered by DPR.

Visit DPRsummercamp.com to view and register for DPR Summer Camp. For questions, contact the Kids,
Camps & Co-Op Office at (202) 671-0372 or kidscampsandcoop@dc.gov
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IMPORTANT CAMP DATES FOR 2026

Family Info Session (virtual)

TBD
Session recording is available at DPRsummercamp.com

2026 Camp Dates

Session 1 - June 22 — July 2™. (Holiday Observed, July 4™)
Session 2 - July 6"~ July 17®
Session 3 - July 215 — August 1*

Session 4 - August 3™ — August 14" (Camps based in a DCPS location will NOT have a Session 4)

BEFORE AND AFTER CARE

Before-and-After-Care registration will be available to any registered camper for an additional fee.

If you have secured a space in a DPR summer camp, you are guaranteed a space in Before and
After Care once the fee has been paid.

TIME AND ATTENDANCE

DPR camps start at 9:00 am. Please ensure that your participant arrives on time and is prepared

for the day.

Repeated attendance challenges may result in the camper's dismissal from the program. Please

communicate with your Camp Facilitator for tardiness or absences.

DROP-OFF/PICK UP

All children must be signed in and out of camp daily by a parent/guardian or designated adult.

Children may not leave DPR property with anyone other than the parent/guardian or
designated adult on the registration form.

Anyone designated to pick up a child must be listed on the registration form and must
be at least 18 years old.

If your child walks to and from camp unaccompanied by an adult, you will need to
complete a consent form. Please request a form from your Camp Facilitator. They
must be 12 years or older to walk unaccompanied.

Camp starts promptly at 9 am and ends promptly at 5 pm. Before-Care is from 8-9
am, and After-Care is from 5-6 pm (for an additional fee).

Children cannot be dropped off before 8:50 a.m. if they are not enrolled in Before-Care.
Children must be picked up by 5:00 p.m. if they are not enrolled in After-Care.
Children cannot be admitted before 7:50 a.m. if they are enrolled in Before-Care.
Children enrolled in after-care must be picked up no later than 6:00 p.m. Failure to pick
up your camper on time can result in dismissal from programs.



SUMMER CAMP FEES

Resident fee Non-Resident fee Before and Aftercare Fee
Little Explorers $121.50 $151.83 $20 per session
Discovery $121.50 $151.83 $20 per session
Aqua Day $166.50 $208.08 $20 per session
Multi-sport $121.50 $151.83 $20 per session
Full STEAM $292.50 $365.58 $20 per session
Little STEAM $198.00 $247.50 $20 per session
Nothing but Net $121.50 $151.83 $20 per session
Kitchen Confidential $198.00 $247.50 $20 per session
E.G.O.T. $198.00 $247.50 $20 per session
CheerNastics $121.50 $151.83 $20 per session
BOOST $80 (Week) $100 (Week) $20 per session
Grant Camps $270 $337.00 N/A
PAYMENT INFORMATION

Sessions can be bought all at once or separately; however, camp fees must be paid in full for all
chosen sessions at the time of registration.

Payments should be made online using credit, debit, or gift card with a Visa, MasterCard, or
Discover logo. Payment plans are not available for DPR Summer Camps.

Qualifying families will receive either a 50% or 75% discount, depending on income level.

DPR REFUND POLICY

Refund requests must be received by June 1st, 2026, through our online request form. Refunds
will be subject to a 10% deduction upon issuance. Please follow the specified refund request
deadlines. All requests must be received by 5 pm.

DPR applies a 10% processing fee on all refunds.

If your Youth is dismissed from the program for any reason (such as chronic misbehavior,
violence, late pick-ups, or repeated absences), you will not be eligible for a refund.

To request a refund, please visit dpr.dc.gov and complete the 2026 Refund Request Form.


https://dpr.dc.gov/page/faqs-dpr-summer-camps

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
DPR encourages parents to be involved by:

e Ensuring campers arrive on time

e Preparing snacks

e Communicating with camp staff daily
e Redirect challenging behaviors

DPR does not permit parents to engage in the following:

FOOD

e Participating in field trips, field days, or swim trips
e Camp room activities
e (Celebrations

Breakfast and lunch will be provided at all camps via the Free Summer Meals Program. If
your youth does not want to eat the meals provided, please send the camper’s lunch in a
clearly labeled container. Due to the length of the day, snacks are encouraged.
Please note that we will not be able to refiigerate or microwave campers’ lunches.
We encourage healthy eating habits. The following food and drinks at camps are prohibited:
o Red juice or any soda
o Chips, cookies, candy, sunflower seeds, or any kind of sugary snacks (DPR Camps are
a nut-free facility)
o ABSOLUTELY NO PEANUT PRODUCTS

MEDICATION AND ILLNESS

DPR is not permitted to and cannot administer medications except for prescribed Epi-Pens. If
your child needs medication, please administer it before camp.

If your child must bring an Epi-Pen or inhaler with them, please notify the staff at your site.

The EpiPen and/or inhaler must be taken home each day and cannot remain at the site
overnight.

Parents shall indicate in writing any factors that put a camper at risk for a severe allergic reaction
or breathing emergency, and whether the camper carries an Epi-Pen or inhaler.

Campers should not bring any prescription medication or over-the-counter medication to camp,
including but not limited to allergy pills, pain relief, or cough syrup. Medication is strictly
prohibited.

Reasonable accommodation to DPR programs must be requested in writing at least two weeks
before camp begins. This may include a parent or other approved adult coming to the site to
administer medication if necessary.

Please do not send your youth to camp if they are sick. If your youth are absent from camp due
to illness, please inform the Camp Facilitator that your child will not be at camp that day.

If your child becomes ill at camp, we will isolate your child in the designated isolation room and
notify you to pick them up immediately. The camp staff must consider the well-being of all.

If your child is sent home with an illness, they may not return to camp without a written
note/permission from their doctor. A doctor’s note will be required for pink eye, fever, diarrhea,
frequent vomiting, unexplained rashes, or ringworm.




EMERGENCY PROCEDURES and INJURIES

e DPR staff are trained in emergency evacuation procedures.

e [t is imperative that the Camp Facilitator be informed in writing of any updates to home or
emergency phone numbers, or health information.

e DPR staff will take necessary precautions to avoid any health risks to campers. If an injury
occurs, staff will provide basic first aid, and the parents will be notified at the end of the day
unless immediate notification is required. DPR considers the following injuries as requiring
prompt notification:

o Head injuries, lacerations, or contusions
o Suspected sprains or fractures.

CAMPER SAFETY and PERSONAL BELONGINGS

e DPR strives to create a safe environment for your youth.

e All personal items (clothing, shoes, towels, bags, water bottles) must be marked with the
camper’s full name in permanent marker.

e PLEASE DO NOT send your child to camp with collectible cards, money, jewelry, or
any other valuable items

e NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Electronic devices such as tablets, mobile phones,
portable gaming consoles, and similar items are prohibited.

DPR assumes no responsibility for any lost or stolen belongings.

DRESS CODE
e Athletic wear and/or loose clothing should be worn, including tennis shoes or sneakers
e The following clothing items are not permitted at camp:
o Micro Shorts
Ski Mask
Skirts or dresses (If dresses and skirts are worn, shorts MUST be worn underneath)
Shirts with slang, profanity, negative messages, or images
Halter tops
Cropped tops
Open-toe shoes, sandals, flip flops, Crocs, or wedges
Bandanas or stocking caps

O O O O O O O

POTTY TRAINING POLICY
e Youth participating in the DPR camp, including Little Explorers, must be FULLY potty-
trained. Personalized accommodation is available for Therapeutic Recreation participants.
e No participants will be able to attend camp if they wear diapers or pull-ups, including
during nap and rest times.



TRIPS

e Parents will be asked to sign one permission slip at the start of the camp session. This permission
slip will cover all trips during that session.

e The dates and destinations for all trips will be provided by the Camp Facilitator and/or the site
staff at the beginning of camp.

e Please ensure the camper is prepared for the trip with proper attire, lunch, sunscreen, comfortable
shoes, and other essentials.

e If, for any reason, your child cannot participate in the trip, please keep them home. If your child
arrives late and misses the bus, there may not be staff on site to supervise.

SWIMMING

e Campers will go swimming at least once a week, unless there is a field trip to a water park. Only
campers who participate in Aqua Day Camp will swim multiple times a week and multiple
times a day. All Summer Camp staff are required to participate in aquatic activities with campers
and maintain proximity to help ensure camper safety. The Camp Facilitator should inform you of
swimming trips in advance so you can send your child with the proper attire.

e All children MUST bring swimming attire and a towel on swim days, even if they do not intend
to swim. Campers and staff are not permitted on the pool deck without the proper attire. To
maintain proper supervision, all participants present on swim days must comply with this
guideline.

e All children must adhere to the pool guidelines. Any child who doesn’t adhere to the rules
provided by the Aquatics division will risk being excluded from future pool/aquatic activities.



BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT

Camp is a fun leisure experience for youth and teens. DPR’s expectations are direct and clear: respect for
self, respect for others, and respect for the environment. We will encourage campers to always be
responsible and mindful of their words and actions with camp staff and with each other. All DPR staff are
trained in the best practices for positive behavior management.

If misconduct does occur, we will use the following system to determine the most logical consequence:

Tier 1
Misbehavior Logical consequence
e  Misbehavior at a recreation center, park, or e Verbal cue to redirect to encourage
field trip, such as running or yelling when positive behavior
inappropriate. e Pick up debris (for littering)
o Littering in a Rec center or park e Contact parent

e  Violation of dress code
e  Using unkind words
e  Negative Behaviors

Tier 2
Disruptive Behavior Logical consequence
e  Repeated disruptive conduct, Misuse/Abuse e Exclusion from activities and/or
of resources, Repeated Foul language trips
o Disrespect towards staff and/or other adults e Suspension
° Bullying and/or threats e Behavior management plan
e Physical violence (first instance), leaving (created  with youth and parents)
DPR property or the supervision of staff » Contact parent
when on a trip (first instance)
Tier 3
Misbehavior Logical consequence
o Bringing weapons onto DPR property e Immediate dismissal from the
o Theft program
e  Excessive absences (more than three e Contact parent

consecutive absences without notification)
o Violation of Behavior Plan

DPR reserves the right to dismiss any Youth who violates DPR site and/or camp rules or whose conduct is disruptive
and prevents camp staff from providing a complete, consistent, and enjoyable camp experience for the other
participants. Youth dismissed from the program are not eligible for a refund.



DPR BEHAVIOR AGREEMENT
The Behavior Agreement is to help understand the importance of orderly conduct within the program.
DPR provides a structural program. Our expectation is that safety, fun and positive behavior continue to
be top priority for everyone. All youth who attend DPR summer camps and programs are expected to
follow the guidelines and behave in an appropriate manner. This Behavior Agreement is being presented
to you because there are some disruptive behaviors accruing. WE are coming together to ensure that we
are being mindful of this behavior, and you are/ will make positive changes to adhere to guidelines set
out for you to continue to participate in this program. Your parent(s) (or guardian(s)) is/are here to
support us in helping you meet these expectations.

Site Camp

Camper’s Name

Parent / Guardian’s Name

DPR Staff

Describe Unacceptable Behavior

In order to continue participating in this program, we (parent and child) agree to:

U Follow the rules of the program.
U Treat the staff, volunteers, and other campers with respect.

a

a

a

Progress Report
e The Camp Facilitator will provide feedback by phone or in person in 1-3 days to indicate progress
and/or the next step.
e [ understand that I will be suspended or expelled from camp if I do not follow this agreement

and act appropriately.
Camper’s Signature: Date:
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: Date:
DPR Staff Signature: Date:



DISCOVERY CAMP (Ages 6-10)

Objective

Discovery Camp aims to promote socialization and keep young people active and
engaged during the summer. Encouraging exploration of new experiences through arts
and crafts, sports, games, field trips, and other enriching activities in a safe, enjoyable

environment.

Camp Locations
Please visit DPRsummercamp.com for camp locations.

Items to Bring

Sample Daily Schedule

9:00 am: Breakfast/Free Play

10:00 am: Morning Meeting

10:30 am: Facilitator Directed Activity
11:15 am: Outdoor Play

12:00 pm: Lunch

1:00 pm: Quiet Reading. /Mediation
1:45 pm: Arts and Crafts

2:30 pm: Group Games/Sports

3:15 pm: Choice activity

4:30 pm: Closing Circle

5:00 pm: Dismissal

We encourage you to send the following items with your child to camp:
Reusable Water Bottle
Afternoon Snack—Please see the guidelines on page 6

Books (optional)Each day your child will have the opportunity to read or to be read to. Please
send along any books you would like your child to read this summer.

Sunblock-Weather permitting, your child will spend a good portion of his/her day outside
playing games and participating in outdoor camp activities.



AQUA DAY CAMP (Ages 6-10) (Ages 11-13)

Objective

Aqua Day Camp aims to provide a safe, inclusive, and enjoyable environment that supports
youth development through play and social interaction while gaining knowledge of
essential water safety skills.

Camp Locations

Please visit DPRsummercamp.com for camp locations.

Sample Daily Schedule

9:00 am Breakfast/Choice-Based Activities
10:00 am Morning Meeting

10:30 am Facilitator Directed

11:00 am Swim Time

12:00 pm Lunch

1:00 pm Off-Deck Swim Exercise
1:45 pm Arts and Crafts

2:00 pm Swim

3:15 pm Group Game

4:30 pm Closing Circle

5:00 pm Dismissal

Items to Bring

We encourage you to send the following items with your child to camp:

Reusable Water Bottle

Afternoon Snack—Please see the guidelines on page 6

Books (optional) Each day your child will have the opportunity to read or to be read to. Please
send along any books you would like your child to read this summer. As reading is encourages
daily.

Sunblock—Weather permitting, your child will spend a good portion of his/her day outside
playing games and participating in outdoor camp activities.

Swim attire and towel for swim days and field trips

10



LITTLE EXPLORERS CAMP (Ages 3-5)

Objective
Little Explorers Camp aims to promote socialization and keep young children active and engaged
during the summer. Encouraging exploration of new experiences through arts and crafts, sports,
games, field trips, and other enriching activities in a safe, enjoyable environment

Camp Locations
Please visit DPRsummercamp.com for camp locations.

Sample Daily Schedule

9:00 am: Breakfast/ Free Play

10:00 am: Morning Meeting

10:30 am: Outdoor Play

11:00 am: Arts and Crafts

11:30 am: Facilitator Directed Activity
12:00 pm: Lunch

1:00 pm: Story Time

1:15 pm: Rest/Meditation

2:30 pm: Snack/ Table Activity

3:00 pm: Choice Activity

3:30 pm: Clean up

3:45 pm: Closing Circle

4:00 pm: Choice Time/ Facilitator Directed Activity
5:00 pm: Dismissal

Items to Bring

We encourage you to send the following items with your child to camp:

Reusable Water Bottle

Afternoon Snack—Please see the guidelines on page 5.

Sunblock—Weather permitting, your child will spend a good portion of his/her day outside
playing games and participating in other camp activities.

Extra set of clothes

Books (optional) each day, your child will have the opportunity to read or to be read to.

Small Blanket—Little Explorers will have rest time each day (nap blanket will be sent home at
the end of the week, unless soiled for cleaning).

Swimming attire and towel (on swim days)

11



Boost Camp (ages 11-13)

Objectives
Boost Camps are the Department of Parks and Recreation’s summer experience for tweens,
designed to build confidence, spark curiosity, and develop the skills young people need to thrive.
Serving youth ages 11-13, Boost Camps provide a structured, engaging environment where
participants are supported, challenged, and empowered every day.

Each Boost Camp session is a two-week experience centered on a specific STEAM field,
allowing youth to dive deeper into science, technology, engineering, the arts, and mathematics
through hands-on, project-based learning. This focused approach gives campers the opportunity
to explore new interests, build practical skills, and engage with real-world concepts in
meaningful ways.

Camp Locations
Please visit DPRsummercamp.com for camp locations

Sample Day Schedule

9:00 am: Arrival

9:30 am: Breakfast

10:00 am: Camper Choice
10:15 am: Morning Meeting
10:30 am: Specialty Activity
11:00 pm: SEL Session
12:00 pm: Lunch

1:15 pm: Campers Choice
2:30 pm: Journaling

3:00 pm: S.T.E.A.M Activity
3:30 pm: Campers Choice
4:30 pm: Closing Circle
5:00 pm: Dismissal

Items to Bring

We encourage you to send the following items to camp with your child:
e Reusable Water Bottle
e Afternoon Snack—Please see the guidelines on page 5.
e Sunblock—Weather permitting, your child will spend a good portion of his/her day outside
playing games and participating in other camp activities.
e Books (optional) each day, your child will have the opportunity to read or to be read to.

12



SPORTS CAMPS (ages 8-13)

Objective

The CSLA Sports Camps are designed to provide a safe, structured, and inclusive environment
for youth ages 6-13 to develop sports-specific skills while promoting physical activity,
teamwork, and positive youth development. Through intentional programming, participants will
build confidence, demonstrate good sportsmanship, and strengthen social and emotional skills
that support overall well-being and lifelong healthy habits.

Camp Locations

Please visit DPRsummercamp.com for camp locations

Types of Sports Camps

Nothing But Net! (Basketball)
Tennis

Sample Daily Schedule

8:00 am: Breakfast

10:00 am: Greeting, Morning Meeting, Character Education
10:45 pm: Core Sport (e.g., basketball or tennis)

12:00 pm: Lunch

1:00 pm: Character Education activity (film clip and discussion)
1:45 pm: Core Sport

2:45 pm: Break

3:00 pm: Reading/Mediation

3:45 pm: Core Sport

4:45 pm: Wrap-up and Dismissal missal

Items to Bring
We encourage you to send the following items to camp with your youth:

Reusable water bottle

Hat

Afternoon snack—please see the guidelines on page 5

Please send your youth to camp in sneakers every day.

Books (optional). Each day, your youth will have the opportunity to read. Please send along
any books you'd like your youth to read this summer.

Sunblock—Weather permitting, your youth will spend a large part of the day outside playing
games and participating in other camp activities.

Extra set of clothes

Swimsuit and towel (on swim days)

Cheer Nastic Camp, no loose clothing

13



THERAPEUTIC RECREATION CAMPS (various ages)
All youth with special needs must be assessed by a Recreation Therapist. In addition to the assessment,
the youth’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) must be supplied.

Camp Adventure (TR Center, Fort Stevens & Hillcrest) (ages 6 - 16)
Camp Adventure is a summer camp program designed for Youth with and without disabilities. The

program offers a variety of experiences, including swimming, arts and crafts, group games, and more.
An assessment is required.

Discovery Inclusion Camp (ages 6 — 10)

Discovery Inclusion Camp is the summer camp experience for Youth with special needs, ages 6-10,
enrolled in DPR Discovery Camp programs at Sherwood and Turkey Thicket. With the assistance of
an Inclusion Camp Counselor, Youth with special needs will have the opportunity to become
mainstreamed into an urban camping experience with other Youth, in an inclusive setting. All campers
will experience a variety of fun activities, including swimming, arts and crafts, basketball, and more.
An assessment is required.

Let’s Play Together: Little Explorers (Rosedale & Joy Evans Therapeutic Rec Center) (ages 3 —5)
Let’s Play Together: Little Explorers is the summer camp experience for Youth with special needs, ages

3-5. With the assistance of an Inclusion Camp Counselor, Youth with special needs will have the

opportunity to become mainstreamed into an urban camping experience with other Youth, in an inclusive

setting. All campers will experience a variety of fun-filled activities, including swimming, arts and crafts,

and so much more. An assessment is required.

Sample Daily Schedule

9:00 am: Breakfast/Free Play

9:00 am: Harambee/Morning Circle

10:30 am: Structured Activities Group A, B & C
12:00 pm: Lunch /Free Play

1:00 pm: Rest & Relaxation/Quiet Time

2:00 pm: Structured Activity A, B, & C

4:00 pm: Snack Time/Free Play

4:30 pm: Closing Circle

5:00 pm: End of the Day

Items to Bring
e Reusable Water Bottle
Backpack with a complete change of clothing (everything should be clearly marked with the
Youth’s name.)
Blanket for Rest & Relaxation
Comfortable and light-colored clothing
Swimsuit and towel
Sunscreen
Closed-toe shoes
Light jacket or sweatshirt
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